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Bluestone High School 
August 2018 Newsletter 

 

 
 
6825 Skipwith Rd. Skipwith, VA 23968 (434) 372-5177 
http://mcpsweb.org/?page_id=28897 
https://www.facebook.com/Bluestone-High-School-796664113870151/ 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
Dear Baron Community, 
   We hope everyone had a safe and relaxing summer vacation.  We are excited to start the 2018-19 school year.  The 
maintenance and custodial staff have done a great job with summer repairs and cleaning.  The floors have an 
amazing shine, and we are thankful to have a such an awesome crew.  
   Our returning faculty members have attended college courses, registered for advanced training programs, and 
traveled to professional conferences throughout the summer.  They will use their new skills to  prepare dynamic 
lessons and design engaging academic programs to help students prepare for their future careers and post secondary 
education.  Additionally,  we are pleased to welcome our new teachers who are anxious to meet the students and 
start work.  
   We welcome the class of 2022 to BHS, and we hope they will carry on the tradition of excellence that precedes 
them.  The first year of high school can be a challenge, but we are confident that our freshmen are up to the 
challenge.  
   In addition to striving for academic excellence, we encourage all students to get involved in extracurricular 
activities and be a part of the great happening both in and out of our classrooms.  
 
Please contact the office for any information or if you have questions or concerns about our academic programs.  
 
Go Barons, 

 
F. Darnell Carter, Ed.D. - Principal 

 

http://mcpsweb.org/?page_id=28897
https://www.facebook.com/Bluestone-High-School-796664113870151/
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Important Dates 
* July 30th - August 3rd - Band Camp 9:00 -3:00 

* August 8th Concussion Meeting 5:30 Gym 

* August 9th  - Fee Day 12:00 - 6:00 - Gym  

* August 13th - FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL!!  

* August 17th - Senior picture make-ups  

* August 20th - School Board Meeting 

* August 24th - Class schedule add drop deadline 

* September 3rd - No School - Labor Day 

* September 10th - Picture Day 

* September 12th - Interims and Parent Conferences 

* September 17th - School Board Meeting 

* September 24th - 12:00 Dismissal Teacher Work Day  

All students must complete a new Emergency Card each year.  
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Welcome New Faculty and Staff!  
Ricky Armstrong (Social Studies) 
Cindy Knott (Health Occupations) 
Lettie Lane (Chemistry) 
Angel Long (English) 
Patrick Love (Photojournalism) 
Caitlin Maloney (Social Studies) 
Chris Martin (Math) 
Donna Mosley (Special Education) 
John Moton (Band) 
Lori Phelps (Math) 
Ana Rumbo (Spanish) 
Sharon Sadowski (Guidance Secretary 
Wendy Thompson (English)  
Lindsay Townsend (Paraprofessional Lab) 
Jonathan Wallace   (Carpentry) 
Tina Watson (Paraprofessional 1 to 1) 
DeLois Wilkerson (Special Education) 

 

 

Activities and Athletics Update 
Fall Sports are here upon us and have gotten off to a great start!  The Baron Athletic Department is excited to have 
new coaches who have joined our staff to lead the teams in 2018-2019.  Head Football Coach, Harry John, and his 
staff including newcomers Chris Martin, Justin Wilkerson, and Jonathan Wallace have been busy at work 
throughout the summer in preparation of the 2018 season.  
  
Cross Country will be led by avid runner and local businessman, Richard Castle, and Leslie Clark.  The Oxendines 
return to lead the Lady Barons Volleyball Team after a successful off-season.  David Allgood looks to build around 
youth on the golf links and continue with the strong Bluestone tradition.  And our spirit group will be led again this 
fall by Nicole Holmes.  
 
Bluestone Athletics accepts its role as an extension of the educational process and I am excited for what will come 
in 2018-2019.  For all your athletic needs, visit Bluestone Athletics at www.jamesriverdistrictva.org to access game 
schedules, transportation needs, rosters, and results.  If you would like to receive weekly email updates about 
Barons athletics, please an email to Coach Powell dpowell@mcpsweb.org  and your email address will be added to 
the weekly athletic update mailing list. 
 
Follow Bluestone Baron Athletics on Facebook. We look forward to seeing you in support of our student-athletes!  
 

 

 

http://www.jamesriverdistrictva.org/
mailto:dpowell@mcpsweb.org
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Coaching Staff 

Golf - David Allgood 

Cross Country - Richard Castle & Leslie Clark 

Volleyball - Darlynn and Randy Oxendine 

Cheer - Nicole Holmes 

Football - Head Coach - Harry John; Assistants - Chris Martin, Anthony Bateman, Justin Wilkerson, Jonathan 
Wallace, Cameron Fields (vol.), TBD 

 

Athletic Trainer's Corner 

Ms. Amirah Muhammed is returning for her first full year with Bluestone Athletics.  She made a positive impact on 
the athletic training program in her first few months at Bluestone.  She will help all student-athletes maintain their 
fitness and conditioning, and help injured athletes return to action quickly and in a safe manner.  All aches and 
pains, can be reported  to Ms. Muhammed during her normal work hours.  As a reminder, once an athlete is seen by 
a doctor, players must  provide diagnosis documents and return-to-play instructions from the doctor to Ms. 
Muhammed.  

For more information about Bluestone High School Athletics, contact our Athletic Director Coach Dan Powell 
dpowell@mcpsweb.org  

 

New Bell Schedule 
Our school day will end 20 minutes earlier than last year. Our new bell schedule is listed below. 

7:45 Teachers Report 
7:55 Buses begin unloading and breakfast starts 
8:10-9:45 Block 1 
9:50-11:25 Block 2 
11:30-1:35 Block 3 
   11:30-11:55 A Lunch  
   12:05-12:30 B Lunch  
   12:40-1:05 C Lunch  
   1:10-1:35 D Lunch  
1:40-3:15 Block 4 
3:15 Dismissal 1st Load 
3:20 Dismissal 2nd Load 

 

mailto:dpowell@mcpsweb.org
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Advanced Placement Courses 

 
 

 

 

Our Superintendent, Mr. Paul Nichols, has created an opportunity for  BHS to offer AP U.S. History, AP English 
11, and AP English 12 this year.  The new AP courses will help students prepare for college, and make our students 
more competitive in the college admissions process.  

For more information on AP use this link: 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home  

 

 

STUDENT RECOGNITION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Six BHS FFA members traveled to the Virginia State FFA Convention at Virginia Tech last month.   Three 
members of the class of 2018 (Brandon Ligon, Colton Boyter, and Blake Gravitt) earned their State FFA degrees. 
The state FFA degree is the highest degree awarded by the state association; which was based on hours of service 
and successful completion of the Supervised Agricultural Experience.  Mrs. Amy Whitten, BMS FFA Chapter 
Advisor traveled to Blacksburg with a the FFA members. 

 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home


Bluestone High School Newsletter , August 2018 6 

 
Sophie Sherwood attended the Youth Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Project at Longwood University. 
YADAPP is a peer-led program for high school students to address underage substance use.YADAPP is 
administered by the Education and Prevention Section of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority(ABC), 
which has been involved with the project since its inception in 1984.  

A team of BHS students will work together to create a high school substance use prevention plan for our school.  

 

 

The BHS BETA team competed in Nationals in Savannah, GA.  Team members were Sophie Sherwood, Robert 
Tyner, Gabriel Giammatteo, Evan Newton and 2018 graduates: Lauryn Bell, Jazmyn Jackson, and Sarah Moore. 
Ms. Christina Seay and Ms. Nichole Holmes sponsored the team.  Advancing to the national competition round is 
an amazing achievement. Congratulations BETA Club!! 
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Several BHS students recently competed in the Dixie Youth Softball State Tournament. They played against ten 
other teams and finished as runner up. Team members from BHS were: Hannah Mull, Madison Yancey, Katlyn 
Shanklin, Chasitee Baskerville, and recent graduates Morgan Tharpe, Meredith Finch, and Kaylee Newton.  
 

 

 

 
The Mecklenburg Dixie Majors baseball team won the Virginia State Championship, and advanced to the World 
Series in Monroe, LA, where they had a 1-2 record.  Arron Moody (BHS ‘16) and rising senior Nate Newcomb.  
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Recent Graduates Report 
Many of our graduates over the last few years have enrolled in college, joined the military, completed trade school 
programs, and started their careers.  We are proud of our former students, and we want our current students to carry 
on the Bluestone High School tradition of success.  

Antwaun Tucker ‘16 

 

 

Antwaun is beginning his junior year at Longwood University.  Antwuan is majoring in kinesiology and minoring 
in education.  He would like to return to Mecklenburg County as a teacher and coach when his college education, 
and baseball playing days are behind him.  Antwaun said time management is a key to success in college, “in high 
school you have more time to get things done and the teachers are constantly reminding you about assignments.  In 
college there are no reminders to get your work done.”  Antwaun believes students from our school have a lot to 
offer.  “It doesn’t matter how small of an area you’re from.  It will not hold you back from doing great things in the 
world.”  He hopes to see more Bluestone High School students pursue academic and athletic opportunities at the 
college level.  

 

GO BARONS!! 
 


