THE ORGANIZATION OF

Virginia Homeschoolers
Your Resource 4, Your Voice 4, Your Association
P.O. Box 5131
Charlottesville, VA 22905
September 19, 2011
Dr. James Thornton Ed. D.
Superintendent, Mecklenburg County Public Schools
P.O. Box 190
Boydton, VA 23917
Dear Dr. Thornton:
The Organization of Virginia Homeschoolers (VaHomeschoolers) is contacting Virginia's public school superintendents to
increase awareness of the services we have to offer to school divisions. VaHomeschoolers can help with accurate, up-to-date
information on Virginia's home instruction statute, with research on model school division policies and practices related to
home education, and with one-on-one support for parents who have questions related to homeschooling. We are a free
resource for school divisions as well as for families.
VaHomeschoolers has found over nearly twenty years of serving Virginia's home educators that accurate information is the key
to positive, successful working relationships between home educators and school divisions. We value the opportunity to meet
with school divisions to provide information and assistance. We have assisted numerous divisions in revising and updating their
home instruction policies and regulations, and have met with superintendents and school boards at their request.
VaHomeschoolers values Virginia's homeschooling statute and works to encourage understanding of and compliance with the
law by homeschooling families and school divisions. We assist families by providing free and accurate information about their
responsibilities as well as rights, and we provide support for home educators via our bimonthly magazine, our website, our free
telephone and email support systems, and our conference and seminar events. We encourage school divisions to refer
homeschooling parents to our services; consider us a free outsourcing opportunity!
I have enclosed some materials and resources that I hope you and your staff who deal with home instruction will find useful:
•
A copy of VaHomeschoolers' brochure describing our role in legislative and governmental affairs and our work with
school divisions. (Additional copies available upon request.)
•

Multiple copies of our informational brochure for homeschooling parents; please feel free to give these to families
who have homeschooling-related questions or concerns. (Additional copies available upon request.)

•

"Homeschooling in Virginia: Avenues for Legal Compliance," a VaHomeschoolers publication outlining the legal
requirements for parents who choose to educate their children under the Home Instruction Statute, the Approved
Tutor Provision, or Virginia's Religious Exemption option.

•

"A Quick Reference Guide to Homeschooling in Virginia," a VaHomeschoolers' publication providing at a quick glance
some of the most frequently referenced information related to Virginia's home education requirements.

•

A complimentary copy of our bimonthly magazine for members, VaHomeschoolers Voice, which includes an article on
page 21 outlining some of our recent work with school divisions. (We are pleased to offer free Voice subscriptions to
school divisions as a public service. If you would like a subscription, simply send an email to
GovtAffairs@VaHomeschoolers.org with your request.)

VaHomeschoolers would welcome the opportunity to assist Mecklenburg County Public Schools in any way. My personal card
is enclosed; please do not hesitate to contact me directly with any questions or concerns you may have related to home
education.
Cordially,

Amy Wilson
Director, Government Affairs,
The Organization of Virginia Homeschoolers
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Homeschooling in Virginia: Avenues for Legal Compliance
In Virginia, parents have three legal avenues for overseeing their children's educations, in lieu of sending them to
public or private school Each of these options requires parents to communicate with their local school division.
VaHomeschoolers has created this publication to clarify the roles of homeschooling families and school divisions
regarding each educational avenue.
Virginia allows families the following educational options, in addition to public and private school*:
1. Home Instruction
2. Education under an Approved Tutor
3. Religious Exemption
Home Instruction and use of an Approved Tutor are forms of compliance with the Compulsory Attendance
Code, §22.1-254, while Religious Exemption is a legally granted exemption to Compulsory Attendance.
*There is an additional option available for parents of children who are 5 years old, but not yet 6, as of
September 30 at the start of the school year. In this circumstance, children are exempted from Compulsory
Attendance by parental notification to the school division that the child is not yet ready to attend school.

1. Home Instruction
Most homeschooling families choose to educate their children under Virginia's Home Instruction statute (§22.1254.1). To use this option, parents must meet one of the requirements for qualification and must submit annually a
notice of intent to homeschool and a curriculum description (by August 15 at the beginning of the school year, or at
the time that home instruction begins, if the decision to homeschool is made after the commencement of the
academic year) as well as some form of evidence of academic progress (by August 1 at the end of the school year).
Qualifications (§22.1 254.1 A)
Parents or legal guardians may homeschool under the Home Instruction statute if they meet one of the four
qualifying options:
-

Option (i): Holds a high school or higher level diploma
Option (ii): Is a teacher of qualifications prescribed by the Board of Education
Option (iii): Provides a program of study or curriculum
Option (iv): Provides evidence that parent is able to provide an adequate education for the child
To document qualification, parents must submit a diploma or transcript (option i); a copy of a valid teacher
certification from any jurisdiction (option ii); a receipt, enrollment documentation or other evidence of providing a
program of study (option iii); or evidence that the parent is able to provide an adequate education, such as a written
submission that demonstrates a mastery of language and that indicates a reasonable and appropriate educational plan
(option iv).
Notice of Intent (§22.1 254.1 B)
Under the Home Instruction statute, parents or legal guardians must submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) to homeschool
on an annual basis, by August 15, to their local Division Superintendent. Parents may opt to begin homeschooling
at any time during the school year, and homeschooling families that move into a school division after the school
year has begun may continue homeschooling. In both cases, parents are required to submit a NOI "as soon as
practicable" after moving or commencing home instruction, and must file supporting documentation within 30 days
of filing their NOI. The Virginia Department of Education provides a model NOI form, and many school divisions
have created their own forms. Some divisions are moving to online processes for submitting NOIs. Parents may
choose to use a provided form or may opt to provide written notification in another format. The NOI should identify
the homeschooling parent and the child receiving home instruction and should indicate which of the four options of
the home instruction statute is being used.
-
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Curriculum Description (22.1 254.1 B)
-

Parents who choose to homeschool under the Home Instruction statute must file a Curriculum Description annually,
no matter which of the four qualifying options they use. The Virginia Department of Educations states that "[a]
description of the curriculum is a broad overview of what the parent plans to teach the child in each course during
the coming school year. Parents may use a narrative or an outline format in providing this information. However, the
parents do not have to provide daily, weekly, or monthly lesson plans to meet this requirement." VDOE also states
that "...the superintendent is not required to evaluate or judge the curriculum except to the extent that he ensures the
parent has submitted a description of a curriculum as specified above. Submission of these materials is for
information purposes."
Evidence of Progress 022.1 254.1 C)
Parents who choose to homeschool under the Home Instruction statute must file evidence of their children's
academic progress annually by August 1 (only for children 6 or older as of September 30). This evidence may take
the following forms:
i. A composite score in or above the fourth stanine on any nationally-normed standardized test
ii. An evaluation or other assessment which the superintendent determines to indicate that the child is
achieving an adequate level of educational growth and progress.
The Home Instruction statute specifies that allowable documentation under option ii includes, but is not limited to:
• an evaluation letter from a person licensed to teach in any state;
• an evaluation letter from a person with a master's degree or higher in any academic discipline;
• a report card or transcript from a community college, college or university, distance learning program or
home-education correspondence school.
In other words, the superintendent must consider all of these forms of documentation to determine if they indicate,
in his or her judgment, evidence of adequate academic growth and progress. The superintendent may accept any
other form of documentation, such as a portfolio of the student's work.
-

2. Approved Tutor Provision
Parents who choose to use the Approved Tutor provision of the Compulsory Attendance statute may consider
themselves to be "homeschooling," but the requirements for this option vary significantly from those of the Home
Instruction statute. Under the Approved Tutor provision, parents must provide the division superintendent with
documentation of the tutor's valid Virginia teaching license and must update that documentation when the teaching
license expires. The tutor may be a parent or may be someone selected by the parent. Under this provision, there is
no requirement to file an annual notice of intent, a curriculum description, or evidence of progress.

3. Religious Exemption
Parents who have sincere religious convictions against sending their children to school may choose to file a claim
of Religious Exemption (RE) to compulsory schooling under §22.1-254 B 1 of the Code of Virginia. Under this
option, parents submit documentation of their religious objections to school attendance to their local school board.
This is not a power granted in law to the school superintendent or central office administration, and school division
administrators may not make this decision and may not prevent a school board from considering a religious
exemption claim. Upon review of documentation, the local school board may recognize or decline to recognize a
claim of religious exemption from the compulsory school attendance requirements. Once approved, RE families do
not have to file an annual notice of intent, submit an annual description of their curriculum, or submit annual
evidence of progress to their local school division when educating their children at home. However, the public
school division may in subsequent years inquire if the religious exemption is still applicable, and parents should file
with the school board a new RE claim for each child as he or she reaches the age to become subject to the
compulsory attendance statute.
References
Compulsory Attendance Code http://legl.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-254
Home Instruction Statute http://legl.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-254.1
"Home Instruction in Virginia," Virginia Department of Education, August 1, 2009.
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/students_parents/private_home/home_instruction/home_instruction_handbook.pcff .
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Quick Reference Guide to Homeschooling in Virginia
Virginia's options for home education are simple in practice but incorporate a number of details that can be difficult
to keep in mind, particularly with regard to some of the less-often used legal avenues. The Organization of Virginia
Homeschoolers (VaHomeschoolers) has created this publication to clarify the roles of homeschooling families and
school divisions regarding each educational avenue.

Notice of Intent
•
•

Due August 15, or whenever home instruction begins (if initiated after beginning of school year)
May be in any format, including a letter drafted by the parent or a form provided by the school division

•
•

Not required for families using the Approved Tutor Provision or the Religious Exemption
Not required if the child is younger than 6 years old as of September 30 and the parent submits a letter
stating the child is not yet ready for school attendance.
Parents who choose home instruction after the school year begins may begin immediately upon providing
notification, and have up to 30 days after such notification to provide additional documentation
Parents are not required to wait for the superintendent's review of and response to home instruction
paperwork before beginning homeschooling
The law does not require parents to provide the child's social security number, name the person(s)
instructing the child, or provide other information such as ethnicity

•
•
•

Curriculum Description
•
•
•
•
•
•

Curriculum description and other supporting documentation (such as high school diploma) should be
submitted by August 15, or within 30 days of notification if homeschooling begins mid-year
Required for parents filing under all four qualifying options of the Home Instruction Statute
Not required for families using the Approved Tutor Provision or the Religious Exemption
Not required if the child is younger than 6 years old as of September 30 and the parent has filed a letter
stating the child is not yet ready for school attendance
Only a description of the curriculum is required; scope and sequence, lesson plans, textbook tables of
content and other detailed information are not required
Submitted for informational purposes; not subject to the approval of the Superintendent, beyond ensuring
that a curriculum description has been submitted

Evidence of Progress
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Due August 1
Not required for children younger than 6 years old as of September 30
Not required for families using the Approved Tutor Provision or the Religious Exemption
For option i, any nationally-normed standardized achievement test meets the legal requirement
Only composite scores are required to be at or about the fourth stanine — subtest scores may be submitted,
but are not required
Under option ii, parents may submit an evaluation or assessment by a teacher licensed in any state or an
individual with a Master's degree or higher in an academic discipline
Also under option ii, parents may submit for the superintendent's review and consideration a report card,
transcript or other documentation (such as a portfolio) indicating the child is achieving adequate academic
progress

Approved Tutor Provision
•
•
•
•

Alternative compliance with the Compulsory Attendance Code; not part of the Home Instruction Statute
Tutor may be the parent or another individual with a valid Virginia teaching license
To maintain compliance, parent must file renewed teaching license when original document expires
Notice of Intent, Curriculum Description and Evidence of Progress are not required
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Religious Exemption
•
•
•
•

Exemption to the Compulsory Attendance Code; not part of the Home Instruction Statute
Parents must submit documentation of religious objections to school attendance to school board
Notice of Intent, Curriculum Description and Evidence of Progress are not required
New documentation should be submitted as each child in the family comes of compulsory attendance age

Other Topics Related to Homeschooling
Partial Enrollment and Extracurricular Activities
•
•

School boards have discretion over whether or not to allow non-public school students in their divisions to
enroll on a part-time basis or participate in extracurricular activities.
Students enrolled on a part-time basis are to be counted in the division's ADM as 0.25 for each course, for
a maximum pro-rated ADM of 0.50 for two or more courses.

Notification and Access
•
•
•

Driver Education: School divisions in Planning District 8 (Northern Virginia) are required to allow
homeschooled and private school students to participate in the Partners for Safe Teen Driving driver
education program offered through the public schools.
GED: Homeschooled students age 16 or older are eligible to take the GED test.
PSAT/AP Testing: Public school divisions are required to provide homeschooling families with
notification about PSAT and AP testing opportunities and to make these tests available to homeschooled
students.

Transferring to Public School
•

School divisions are required to make provisions to facilitate the transfer and appropriate grade placement
of homeschooled students enrolling in public school. The exact form of transfer policies is subject to a
degree of discretion, but homeschool academic work must be reviewed and considered in the transfer
process.

Immunization
•

Parents of children being homeschooled under the Home Instruction Statute, Approved Tutor Provision or
Religious Exemption are required to comply with the same immunization requirements that apply to public
school and private school students, with the same provisions for religious or health exemptions. Upon the
request of the superintendent, parents must provide documentation of immunization or exemption.

References

Compulsory Attendance Code: http://legl.state.va.us/cgi-binfiegp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-254
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